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In our business staying connected 
on the road is our livelihood. 
Without a reliable internet 
connection we would not be able 
to conduct day-to-day business.  
 

I find it amazing how fast 
technology advances. Not so many 
years ago I can remember pulling 
into a campground, plugging the 
phone line in and getting a very 
spotty and slow dial-up 
connection.  And before you know 
it there were compact mobile 
hotspots like Mi Fi, and products 
like Wi Fi in motion. This month 
we’re going to take a closer look at 
some of the most advanced ways 
to get and stay connected on the 
road.  
 

And don’t miss Mike Sokols 
informative follow-up article on 
Hot Skin Current Testing. 
 

Enjoy this issue of RV Consumer 
and have a wonderful 2014 

camping season. ~ Mark 

  From the editor’s desk Mark 
  Polk 
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  New RV Education 101 Product Catalog 

Our new digital RV Product Catalog puts 

all of our RV training products in one 

place, and we separate which products 

apply to which type of RV. For example if 

you own a travel trailer you can browse 

through the single DVD titles or go 

directly to the DVD value sets that apply 

specifically to travel trailers.  
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This helps accomplish two things; it eliminates the guess work 

as to which DVD titles go together, and it saves the RV 

consumer a significant amount of money with our DVD box set 

discounts. Our goal at RV Education 101 is simple; to help RV 

owners until they are comfortable operating and using their RV, 

and to make their entire RV experience safe, fun and stress 

free. Browse our RV Product Catalog now.  

http://issuu.com/rveducation101/docs/rv_education_101_product_catalog
http://issuu.com/rveducation101/docs/rv_education_101_product_catalog
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When it comes to staying connected on 

the road if all you require is occasionally 

checking your email or briefly surfing the 

web a smart phone is probably all you 

need. On the other hand if staying 

connected on the road is vital to your 

business you need a more reliable 

method of getting and staying connected. 
 

Because of the nature of our business I 

am always looking for the latest 

technology to stay connected when we 

travel. To learn more I contacted our 

friends at SinglePoint Communications to 

see what they had to say about staying 

connected on the road. 
 

RV Internet: Staying Connected on the 

Road 

One of the hottest trends among RV 

users is the installation of RV Internet. 

Wireless WiFi for RV campers lets you 

stay safely connected while you’re on the 

road, even between campsites, so you 

don’t have to miss a thing.  
 

Internet Options While on the Road 

When you want to stay connected on the 

road, you have a few options:  
 

• Looking for hotspots at cafes, 

restaurants, campgrounds and other 

areas open to the public.  

• Using a cellular data card in a 

laptop.  

• Tethering a cell phone so other 

electronic devices can connect to the 

Internet.  

• Creating your own hotspot with a 

mobile Internet for RV system, which 

works similarly to an FM receiver to 

send and receive data, allowing you to 

create a hotspot that travels with you. 
 

RV Internet Using the WiFi In 

Motion Moovbox Solution 

Of the Internet solutions listed above, 

creating your own hotspot in your RV 

is the simplest, safest and most 

flexible solution for all of your devices 

requiring Internet connectivity. 

SinglePoint brings you this option with 

its WiFi In Motion package.  
 

When you order WiFi In Motion, you 

receive a kit with a 3G/4G router,  

Article contributed by  

SinglePoint Communications  Staying 

Connected  

on the  

Road  

http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
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antenna, installation hardware and an 

optional signal booster. Installing WiFi In 

Motion couldn’t be easier. Just stow the 

router inside your vehicle, mount the 

antenna, and go – or let one of 

SinglePoint’s trusted technicians install 

it for you. The router has an embedded 

cellular network that creates your own 

personal hotspot, so you don’t need to 

worry about tethering your cell phone or 

using a cellular data card. Just as with 

the WiFi connection at your home, you 

can encrypt your RV Internet to keep 

your connection secure and private.   
 

When you connect to the Internet, you 

do so through SinglePLAN, a 

partnership that SinglePoint has with 

the country’s most reliable 3G and 4G 

LTE provider.  
 

Wherever there is cell phone reception 

while you’re on the road, the 

passengers in your RV can get online. 

Devices that can connect to the RV’s 

hotspot include laptops, smartphones, 

tablets, wireless printers and even video 

game consoles. 
 

Benefits of Wireless WiFi for RV 

Users 
 

•Keep in touch: Answer an email, 

update your status on a social 

networking site or have a video chat 

with a friend. You no longer have to wait 

until you’re home to tell everyone about 

your trip. 
 

• Save time: When you’re in an 

unfamiliar town it can take a while to  

find a place that offers safe, affordable 

WiFi access. With RV Internet, you’ll 

always have a reliable hotspot with 

you.  
 

• Increased security: When you 

access a public WiFi connection, you 

may share the connection with a 

hacker.  An Internet for RV system 

gives you your own private hotspot 

that keeps your data and personal 

information safe.  
 

• Entertain the family: Use the 

mobile WiFi to watch movies, stream 

music and play games on laptops, 

tablets or smartphones, or through 

gaming consoles hooked up to a TV.  
 

• Simple wireless data plan: You 

don’t need to have a special cell 

phone carrier to access WiFi In 

Motion thanks to SinglePLAN. This 

service allows you to setup an 

automatic bill pay when you’re on the 

road and suspend the WiFi service 

when you get home.  
 

•Avoiding Mobile Roaming Charges 

If you enjoy taking your RV across the 

border to Canada, you risk 

accumulating expensive roaming 

charges if you forget to turn off the 

router on a traditional RV WiFi device. 

To avoid these charges, set an alarm 

that reminds you to turn off the router 

and look for local WiFi hotspots.  
 

Alternatively, use the alarm to remind 

you to switch the SIM chip in your 

router to a Canadian one.  
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         Staying Connected on the Road  

 

A simpler way to avoid frustrating 

roaming charges and the hassle of 

switching out SIM chips is to choose 

an RV Internet system with dual SIM 

chip capabilities, like the WiFi In 

Motion Moovbox. With the Moovbox, 

you can equip the device with your 

regular SIM chip and an international 

one at the same time so you can 

travel across the border and avoid 

roaming fees.  The technology within 

the Moovbox automatically knows 

which chip to use, so you don’t have 

to think twice about getting online.  
 

Connectivity is everything in 

today’s world. Using a WiFi 

device for RV can help make 

your trip more enriching and 

enjoyable. 
 

 SinglePoint Communications offers 

innovative solutions for RV Internet. WiFi 

In Motion is the SinglePoint system that 

allows you to receive WiFi while traveling. 

It comes with your choice of antenna as 

well as a rugged router to turn your vessel 

or vehicle into an instant hotspot via a 

robust cellular signal. 

http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
http://www.yoursinglepoint.com/index.html
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 PICK SIX for $60 
Our new Pick Six for $60 is a big hit! Pick any 6 single 

DVD titles and pay just $10.00 per title. 
 

Insider TIP: Each additional DVD added to your order will 

receive the same discount: 7 for $70, 8 for $80 etc.  
 

Now you can select and build your own DVD box set based 

on your specific needs, and get the best discount we ever 

offered at the same time. This offer may only be available 

for a limited time so act now. 
 

To get this special discounted offer you must go here and 

pick from the 14 DVD titles on this page. 
 

Play 

Now 

    RV Storage Crossword 

R U 

RV 

Educated? 

http://shop.rveducation101.com/pick-6-for-60-dvds-c35.php
http://www.rvuniversity.com/crosswords/6.html
http://www.rvuniversity.com/crosswords/6.html
http://www.rvuniversity.com/crosswords/17.html
http://www.rvuniversity.com/crosswords/6.html
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Hot Skin DC Current Testing-Part 2 
In the December issue I published Part 

1 of my series about why hot-skin 

voltage conditions occur on RV chassis 

and skins. Here’s a quick review of the 

basics.  
 

1) ALL electrical appliances plugged 

into a wall outlet have SOME current 

leakage between the incoming line 

power and their own chassis.  
 

2) All “double-insulated” appliances 

(including cell phone chargers, slow 

cookers, and double-insulated power 

tools) will have an un-grounded, 2-

prong plug and be almost completely 

isolated from the line voltage (more or 

less). According to NEC and UL 

standards, an appliance with a non-

grounded plug must have LESS than 

0.75 mA (milliamps) of line-to-chassis 

leakage current. Let’s call this a Very-

Low Current Leakage.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The round prong on the 120-volt plug 

is the “safety ground contact” which 

must have a low-resistance 

(impedance) path back to the service 

panels G-N-E bonding point to be 

effective. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4) An appliance with a partial-

shorting failure (such as a hot-water 

heater with a break in its hermetically 

sealed electric element) will leak 1 to 

2 amperes of fault current from the 

AC line to the water supply (and your 

RV chassis). Let’s call this a Mid-

Leakage Current. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5) An appliance or wiring box with a 

dead-short between the line and the 

chassis (such as a pinched wire or 

screw driven into the wall which 

penetrates the wiring insulation) can 

By Mike Sokol 

3) All other appliances with an 

grounded, 3-prong (grounded) plug 

may have line-to-chassis leakage 

currents of up to 3.5 mA (milliamps) 

and still be within NEC and UL 

guidelines. Let’s call this a Low-

Leakage Current.  

http://issuu.com/rveducation101
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provide full circuit breaker current 

between the line and the chassis, up 

to 20 amperes. Let’s call this High-

Leakage Current.  
 

6) If that appliance chassis is bonded 

(connected) to your RV’s safety 

ground with a proper low-resistance 

(also called impedance) connection, 

and your RV is properly bonded to the 

G-N-E (Ground-Neutral-Earth) 

connection back at the entrance 

service panel (the incoming power 

panel at the park’s entrance, not the 

pedestal or your own RV’s panel), 

then ALL of the above fault currents 

will be returned back to the service 

panel (and the transformer on the 

pole) and be rendered harmless. Note 

that these fault currents DO NOT 

return to the earth beneath your feet 

through the ground rod. A service 

panel’s ground rod’s job is to protect 

the system from lightning strikes and 

help maintain the local ground plane’s 

voltage close to earth potential.  
 

7) The Very Low (0.75 mA) and Low 

(3.5 mA) Leakage currents will be 

easily drained away without you even 

knowing about it, probably not even 

tripping a GFCI you may (should) be 

plugged into. These ground fault 

currents are all within UL and NEC 

allowed leakage values and quite 

normal.  
 

8) The Mid Leakage Currents (hot-

water heater failure) would certainly 

be more than enough to trip a 5 mA 

GFCI breaker, but not enough to trip 

any 15 or 20 circuit breaker or fuse. 

However, you should still NOT have 

any hot-skin voltage on your RV as 

long as your low-resistance safety 

ground path back to the service panel 

is intact. 
 

 9) A High-Current Ground Fault (20+ 

amps) should trip any circuit breaker 

instantly by returning the fault currents 

back to the service panel’s G-N-E 

bonding point.  A proper low-resistance 

safety grounded RV will NOT develop 

a hot-skin under this failure condition 

since these High-Current faults should 

still be drained to the service panel’s 

G-N-E bonding point, thus tripping the 

circuit breaker.  
 

Once again, the ground rod at the 

service panel has NOTHING to do with 

providing this fault current path.  

You’ll notice there’s two common 

points in all of the above scenarios. 

First, a proper (low-resistance) safety 

ground path between the chassis of the 

RV and the Service Panel’s G-N-E 

(Ground-Neutral-Earth) bonding point, 

WILL NOT ALLOW any dangerous hot-

skin voltages to exist on your RV. So if 

you DO have a hot-skin voltage, then 

your low-resistance safety ground path 

has failed. And secondly, the ground 

rod really has nothing to do with getting 

rid of these ground-fault currents. So a 

ground rod connected to your RV or 

the campground’s power pedestal 

WILL NOT provide a low-resistance 

ground fault path and can allow hot-

skin voltages to exist on your RV.  
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      The Hatfield & McCoy Dinner Show in Pigeon Forge TN.  

Spend an evening out 

enjoying a dinner show 

12 

Spend some quality 

time talking to your 

kids and see what’s 

going on in their life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

the ground prong on your shore power 

cord and the RV chassis seems 

simple enough, unfortunately it 

doesn’t provide enough amperage to 

actually test the ground fault path for 

its ability to carry fault current. That’s 

why there are fancy Ground Loop 

Impedance Test (GLIT) meters which 

pulse a single cycle of 60-Hz 120-volt 

through the ground systems to test 

impedance integrity. See below for an 

Amprobe INSP-3, which retails for 

around $300. Too expensive for a 

casual RV owner, but which I feel 

should be part of a yearly test of ALL 

campground pedestal outlets.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

However, while these Ground Loop 

Impedance Testers are great for 

installed circuits, they do depend on 

there being 120-volts in the RV’s 

electrical system for testing, and thus 

can induce a hot-skin voltage 

condition on your RV during the test 

cycle itself. That’s right, the act of 

testing with a GLIT can create a hot-

skin voltage condition which could 

shock you if you were touching the RV 

and earth/ground at the same time.  

And putting your leveling jacks down 

on the dirt definitely WILL NOT ground 

your RV. 
 

That being said, the one thing that you 

must be certain to provide for your RV 

is a low-resistance (impedance) safety-

ground path from the chassis of your 

RV to the ground prong of your shore 

power plug.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A safety ground failure (high-resistance 

connection) at any of these points will 

allow these leakage currents to 

energize the skin/chassis of your RV 

with up to 120-volts AC. Then touching 

your RV while contacting the earth at 

the same time will cause current to 

flow through your body. If enough 

current flows through your heart (10 to 

30 mA) it can go into fibrillation and 

death will occur in minutes without 

intervention (CPR and someone 

restarting of your heart with a 

defibrillator). 
 

While just using an ohmmeter between  

This low-resistance fault current 

path includes all extension 

cords, pig-tail and dog-bone 

adapters, as well as any twist-

lock disconnects for your shore 

power cord. It also includes your 

generator transfer switch as well 

as the RV’s circuit panel’s 

Ground Bonding point which 

connects your RV chassis to the 

incoming safety ground wire. 
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But there’s a better way to do this. 

Back when I was a young-pup EE 

building nuclear missile guidance 

systems (no kidding) we used 

something called a Kelvin Bridge to 

measure very low ohm resistors with 

ppm (parts per million) accuracy. I’ve 

come up with DC Ground Fault Tester, 

which is essentially half of a Kelvin 

Bridge and uses 12-volts DC from the 

RV’s house battery along with a 

tungsten brake-light bulb to limit the 

current flow.  See Below for the basic 

diagram. And no, this is not a 

commercial product and I won’t build 

one for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s how it works. By clipping a 

battery clamp to the RV’s house 

battery, you provide a 12-volt DC 

source to one side the standard brake 

light bulb. The other battery clamp is 

connected to the safety ground 

component under test, which should 

draw around 2-amperes of current 

and light the bulb brightly.  

The DMM is optional but will allow you 

to calculate an actual resistance value 

if you like (it should be under 1 ohms 

total to be code compliant). After the 

bulb is in place and shining brightly, 

you first measure the voltage across 

the battery, then compare it to the 

voltage measured across the bulb. 

Those two voltages should be very 

close to each other, within 1/10 of a 

volt or so. Any more than 1/10 of a volt 

difference between the measurements 

points to a poor ground connection 

somewhere in the path.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Begin testing at your RV’s shore plug’s 

ground prong. If it’s dim or doesn’t light 

at all, then you’ve got an open or high-

resistance ground probably caused by 

a broken wire inside the shore power 

plug or a corroded ground bond inside 

your transfer switch or RV breaker box. 

Once you establish a bright light bulb 

(which implies a low-resistance safety 

ground) then flex the shore power 

SAFETY ALERT: THERE 

MUST BE NO 120-VOLT AC 

POWER APPLIED TO YOUR 

RV DURING THIS DC 

CURRENT RESISTANCE 

TEST. AND YOUR METER 

MUST TO SET TO MEASURE 

DC VOLTAGE  (20 VOLT 

SCALE) AND DEFINITLY NOT 

ON THE RESISTANCE 

(OHMS) SCALE.   
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cable and twist-lock plug on your RV 

and watch the light bulb for any 

flickering. Flickering is bad and 

suggests an intermittent ground 

connection. If that tests OK, then plug 

on each of your shore power extension 

cords one at a time and test each 

ground prong for a solid light as well. 

Finally, plug in any pig-tail or dog-bone 

adapters onto your shore power plug 

(along with any extension cords) and 

test all the way to the farthest ground 

prong. Wiggle everything while 

watching the brake-light bulb for a solid 

light. Any flicker or dimming of the bulb 

suggests you have an intermittent or 

high resistance connection somewhere 

in your shore power cord that must be 

found before putting the RV back in 

service.    
 

The beauty of this DC Ground Current 

Test is that it uses only 12-volts DC, 

which is not dangerous to human 

beings, but does provide sufficient 

current (2 amps) to find any corrosion 

or loose connections. Plus you can 

easily wiggle all shore power 

connections while watching the light 

bulb for a flicker, which is the easiest 

way to find an intermittent safety 

ground connection. The above diagram 

is the “pro” version with battery clips 

and a DMM measuring point. But it’s 

also possible to build a “consumer” 

version which plugs into any 12-volt 

DC plug inside your RV and gives you 

the same current/light test. See below 

for the diagram of the consumer 

version.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The only thing to watch out for with 

this test is that a brake light bulb can 

get quite hot in just a minute, so I 

think that using something like a trailer 

brake light housing would be safer 

than a bare bulb. CAUTION: Also to 

reiterate, this is a 12-volt DC test, 

which must be performed only while 

your RV is disconnected from all 120-

volt shore power and generators. 

Intermixing 120-volt AC and 12-volts 

DC during this test could be very 

dangerous (read deadly) to the person 

doing the test, but the 12-volts from 

your battery should be perfectly safe 

to use for this test, even with bare 

hands.  
 

I’m reserving the manufacturing 

license rights for this design, so if any 

manufacturers want to build this for 

sale they need to contact me first. 

However, I’m offering this design for 

free to all of my readers, so go ahead 

and build one for your own spring de-

mothballing. Then send me a picture 

of your tester and let me know if you 

find any RVs with high-resistance 

safety grounds.  
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Finally, if after passing your DC 

current test and plugging back into 

shore power your RV still has a hot-

skin voltage, then whatever you’re 

plugging into has either an open 

ground, reflected hot-skin voltage, or 

RPBG (Reverse Polarity Bootleg 

Ground). That’s a future installment of 

this hot-skin article series, so watch 

for it later.   
 

As noted in Part 1 of this article, the 

best way to test your RV for a hot-skin 

voltage is by using a standard 

sensitivity (90 to 600 or 1,000 volt) 

NCVT (Non Contact Voltage Tester), 

which is available from any of the big-

box hardware stores. I’ve included a 

picture of the Amprobe VP-600SB for 

example, which only costs around 

$15.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact me at 

mike@noshockzone.org with any 

questions about RV hot-skin 

conditions or testing, along with any 

pictures of your testing. And let’s play 

safe out there. 
 

Mike Sokol 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mike Sokol is an electrical safety 

expert with over 40 years of electrical 

design engineering and technical 

writing experience. He's currently a 

technical seminar instructor teaching 

all aspects of music production and 

mixing.  
 

Take a minute to visit his 

NoShockZone blog for more electrical 

safety information, training and articles 

or email Mike at 

mike@noshockzone.org with any RV 

electrical safety questions you have.     

 

For more RV 

Safety related 

information 

check out our 

RV Safety DVD 

mailto:mike@noshockzone.org
http://www.noshockzone.org/
http://www.noshockzone.org/
http://www.noshockzone.org/
http://shop.rveducation101.com/rv-safety-features-tips-and-tricks-dvd-p186.php
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Question:  

Here’s my situation: I have a Class C 

motorhome and we live in Eau Claire, 

WI. The RV is parked in my driveway 

and subject to all weather conditions. I 

do try to remove the fresh snow on a 

regular basis without getting on roof, 

however with the up and down temps 

and accumulating snow 3 to 4 times a 

week it is very hard to keep up. 

When I was removing the snow from 

the roof I noticed that I have about  2" 

of compacted snow and ice that I 

cannot easily remove with just a 

broom. We are leaving on a trip and I 

am concerned that some of this roof 

ice will break loose and fly off hitting 

my tow car or other vehicles following 

me. Short of finding a warm place to 

store the RV prior to leaving, do you 

have any advice on how to deal with 

snow removal and flying ice? 
 

Answer:  

I have heard of incidents where 

accumulated snow falls from an RV 

rooftop during travel and this can be 

dangerous. 
 

I have two thoughts. One, you may 

want to invest in a cover. There are 

covers like ADCO that are designed 

for specific regions of the country (like 

where there is snowfall) and the cover 

will keep the ice and snow from 

building up directly on the RV roof 

(you just need to get it off the cover).  

Q&A with Mark 

Learn everything you need to know in the 

comfort of your RV or home with one of 

our professional RV training DVDs. 

These information packed DVDs could 

easily sell for $150 or more, but you get 

them for just $24.95 plus S&H. 

Tow your 5th Wheel  

Like a Pro 

MORE INFO 

Drive your MH  

Like a Pro 

MORE INFO 

And two, you might want to try running 

your RV furnace for a few hours on a nice 

(not freezing) day. The heat rising towards 

the roof might help loosen the snow and 

ice enough to get it off the roof.  
 

Whatever you do, do not attempt getting 

on an RV roof covered with ice and snow, 

it can be extremely dangerous. ~ RV 101  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

For more great RV 
information between 

magazine issues check 
out Mark’s Blog  

 RVing with Mark Polk & Friends 

 

http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=10506
http://rveducation101.com/detailedinformation.asp?ID=4206
http://rvingwithmarkpolk.com/
http://rvingwithmarkpolk.com/
http://rvingwithmarkpolk.com/
http://rvingwithmarkpolk.com/
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http://www.explorerrv.com/rv-quote-option?utm_campaign=RV-Education-101&utm_source=RV Education 101
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     A First-Timer’s Guide to 

Boondocking and Quartzsite  
 

By Melanie Cullen, Blue Sky Energy, Inc.  

 

The open road and the big sky are what 

inspire a lot of people to make their first 

RV trip. They ease into RVing by visiting 

a nearby (and beautiful) campground 

where they can hook up to water, waste 

and electrical systems. Having this 

umbilical cord makes RVing easier but it 

also can make you feel tied down.  As 

you get more comfortable with your RV 

adventures the desire to go further off 

the beaten path and fully off-grid will 

inspire you to think about boondocking. 
 

Boondocking, or RVing in a remote spot 

without connections to water, power, or 

a sewer, can be a little scary when you 

are first venturing out.  It is just you and 

your RV alone in the world. It is so 

peaceful, beautiful, and refreshing to be 

out there away from it all. There is 

almost nothing better when things go 

smoothly and there is almost nothing 

worse when things go wrong. 
 

The best first step to ease into 

boondocking is to go to The Quartzsite 

Sports, Vacation & RV Show in Quartzsite, 

Arizona. Quartzsite (or Q) is the biggest 

show in the country for boondockers, 

dry campers and RVers, and attracts 

over 150,000 attendees. It’s in Arizona 

just off Interstate 10 right by the 

California border, and it’s free.  
 

The show is heaven on earth for RVers. 

It’s a ton of fun with hundreds of 

exhibits, live shows, bargain products 

and fellow RV enthusiasts. The fact that 

the desert is gorgeous and the 

temperature will be in the 70’s in mid-

January doesn’t hurt either!  
 

Boondocking at Quartzsite is as easy as 

boondocking gets because you’ll be 

surrounded by thousands of 

boondocking experts, vendors, and RV 

tinkerers. There is even an installation & 

service area on the show grounds.  

Photos Don & Kim Greene 

www.harvesthosts.com  

http://www.quartzsitervshow.com/
http://www.quartzsitervshow.com/
http://www.harvesthosts.com/
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Even as you enjoy your time at Q, you 

can prepare for your next boondocking 

trip by getting tips on techniques and 

hotspots from all the new friends you’ll 

make. Plus with so many RV experts 

around if something does go wrong, 

help is just a short walk away.  And if 

that doesn’t work out, there are a 

myriad of campgrounds nearby (and 

even some motels). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you boondock, all you have is 

what you bring, and you have to bring 

all of that back with you.  To prepare for 

your first boondocking adventure you 

should focus on three things: water, 

waste, and power. These three 

elements comprise the main difference 

between boondocking and using 

traditional campgrounds. When 

planning what to bring, keep in mind 

any trade-offs you might make 

between these three pillars of 

boondocking. While boondocking is a 

little more rigorous than staying at a 

campground, if you plan ahead you will 

be fine! 
 

Having enough water is essential to 

everything.  FEMA recommends storing 

at least a gallon of water per person per 

day for drinking and sanitation, and more 

if the temperature is hot. But you should 

bring a lot more than that since you 

aren’t preparing for a disaster – you are 

there for a fun trip! 
 

The key to keeping your waste under 

control on your trip is to plan ahead.  

When you’re shopping, consider the 

packing materials that contain what you 

are buying. Food and bathroom supplies 

are big sources of packing material 

waste so either shop wisely or unwrap 

whatever you can at home and then 

repackage everything in bulk containers. 
 

When you’re in the middle of the great 

outdoors enjoying the tranquility that 

going off-grid brings, the last thing you 

want is a noisy, smelly generator buzzing 

around your camp. Installing a solar 

array to charge your RV house battery 

gets you power wherever you are and it’s 

easier than ever due to technology 

improvements and a huge drop in solar 

panel prices.  
 

The tricky thing about a solar and battery 

storage system is that batteries can’t 

capture all the electricity an array 

produces because the battery and array 

operate at different voltages. This voltage 

difference can cause up to 30% of the 

electricity to be lost in translation. Savvy 

RV technicians like those at Quartzsite 

who are experienced in putting solar 

arrays on RVs know the key to fixing this: 

an MPPT charge controller.  

Photo Don & Kim Greene 

www.harvesthosts.com  

http://www.ready.gov/water
http://www.harvesthosts.com/
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An MPPT charge controller helps you get up to 30% more power from your solar 

system by regulating that voltage between the batteries and the solar panels. That 

way your batteries will receive all the power being harvested from the solar 

panels. And like any purchase you make for your RV, make sure you pick an MPPT 

charge controller that is as rugged as the places you go boondocking. 

 

Bring plenty of water, keep an eye on your trash, and solarize your RV with 

an MPPT charge controller, and you will have a blast when you come 

boondocking at Quartzsite. When you leave Quartzsite, you will of course take 

everything you brought with you. But you’ll also leave with new friends and 

boondocking expertise so you can finally go as far off-grid as you’ve been dreaming. 

Can’t wait to see you there! 
 

About Blue Sky Energy, Inc. 

Blue Sky Energy is the trusted, off-grid solar solutions provider with manufacturing 

operations in the U.S. They offer the largest collection of small, Military Standard-

certified MPPT charge controllers, pairing dynamic solutions with unsurpassed 

quality and reliability. Fifteen years after introducing the first MPPT product to the 

clean energy community, Blue Sky Energy maintains its commitment to excellence 

in personalized customer service, philanthropy, and international relations with 

distribution to over 33 countries worldwide. Connect with us on Facebook and 

Twitter. Visit us online at http://www.blueskyenergyinc.com. 

 

  

Photo Don & Kim Greene 

www.harvesthosts.com  

http://www.blueskyenergyinc.com/
http://www.blueskyenergyinc.com/
http://www.blueskyenergyinc.com/
http://www.harvesthosts.com/
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Click here for more information on the Good Sam Extended Service Plan 

http://www.goodsamesp.com/Default.aspx?effortid=INBN2E9W&utm_source=Banner_Ad&utm_medium=RVEd_101&utm_campaign=RVEd_101
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Harvest Hosts is a unique RVing 

Experience 

If you are looking for new opportunities 

to explore and enjoy the RVing lifestyle 

and the thought of spending the night in 

an interesting place like a farm or 

winery  intrigues you, check out Harvest 

Hosts. It is a network of wineries, farms 

and agri-tourism sites that invite self-

contained RVers to visit and stay 

overnight for free! While there you can 

enjoy the experience and purchase 

locally grown and produced products. 

You can become a Harvest Hosts 

member for only $40 a year and enjoy 

over 466 Hosts located in all of the 

lower 48 states, Alaska, Baja California 

and Canada. These hosts include 

wineries, breweries, distilleries, farms , 

farm wineries and museums & 

attractions.  

 

Have you ever heard of Harvest Hosts? 
 

Our friends and founders Kim & Don 

Greene are avid travelers who have 

visited over 70 countries together over the 

last 20 years, and have logged over 

200,000 miles in various RVs over the 

past decade. Their experiences provided 

them with the opportunity to meet 

members of the RVing community around 

the world, and during their journeys 

across Europe,  discovered networks that 

allow motorhomes to park overnight at 

wineries and farms for free. 
 

Kim and Don’s desire to bring this 

concept to North America resulted in the 

Harvest Hosts and has received 

widespread support from both the agri-

tourism and RVing communities .  
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We thought it would be fun to offer a contest where two of our readers could win a 

FREE 1-year membership to Harvest Hosts.  
 

Here are the Harvest Hosts contest details: 
 

Just  click on this link and you will be redirected to the 

Harvest Hosts contact page. Once there, fill out the 

required information including a short essay (100 words 

or less) explaining why you would enjoy a free 

membership to Harvest Hosts.  
 

Kim & Don will review all submissions and select two winners. You can summit 

entries through 14 February 2014 (Valentines Day). Kim & Don will notify the 

winners and we will publish the two winning essays in our March issue.  

 

Note: By joining this contest you are agreeing to having your essay published in RV Consumer 

Magazine. 

www.rvconsumer.com 

http://www.harvesthosts.com/contact_us.htm
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Having the right insurance coverage on 

your RV is important when you need it.. 

Get a free quote from Explorer RV 

Insurance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get your free RV Insurance Quote 

Don’t leave home without 

Maxx Air Products  

 

If you want access to informative 

RV how-to videos, RV product 

videos, RV installation videos  

and more take a minute to check 

out our YouTube channel. 

 

You can subscribe to our channel 

and get notified every time we 

post a new video. We currently 

have over 180 RV Education 101 

produced videos posted  on our 

YouTube channel with over 7,500 

subscribers and nearly 3,000,000 

video views. 

 

It’s a great place to learn more 

about your RV and keep up with 

what is new and exciting in the 

RV industry. 
 

http://www.explorerrv.com/rv-quote-option?utm_campaign=RV-Education-101&utm_source=RV Education 101
http://www.explorerrv.com/quote-stage-1/Default.aspx?&utm_campaign=Home-page-&utm_source=explorerrv.com
http://maxxair.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/rved101
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RV Video of the Month 

  Portable RV Solar Charging System  

  Tired of dead batteries? 
Stop the problem for good with the charger, maintainer & 

conditioner that Mark uses on all his batteries.  

The Battery Minder 

 Enjoy and learn 

from Mark’s RV 

video of the 

month. 

Play 

Now 

In this premier RV 101 video Mark Polk with RV 

Education 101 demonstrates how to use a Zamp 

solar portable charging system to keep your RV 

batteries in top operating condition when you are 

boondocking and do not have an electrical source 

to plug the RV into. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM9WGzQGuRs&feature=share&list=UUQNg-4bXbDGS61casEa5LyQ
http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/Camping-RV-Battery-Chargers-orderby0-p-1-c-243.html
http://batteryminders.com/
http://rv101.tv/
http://rv101.tv/
http://shop.rveducation101.com/rv-training-dvds-c28.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM9WGzQGuRs&feature=share&list=UUQNg-4bXbDGS61casEa5LyQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UM9WGzQGuRs&feature=share&list=UUQNg-4bXbDGS61casEa5LyQ
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For all your RV training needs we have you covered 

Learn more 

about our 

products 

http://rveducation101.com/
http://rveducation101.com/


 

RV Consumer E-Magazine Archives 
 

Did you miss previous issues of RV 
Consumer e-Magazine? Catch up on all the 
information packed issues right here. 
 

Happy RV Learning 
 

Go To Archives now 
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Looking for a bargain on some RV training 
materials? Check out Box Set deals in our 
Bargain Room  

RV Education 101  
Learning RVs the Easy Way 

with MARK POLK 
 
 
 

Videos, Books, E-books 

 

Americas most popular RV Training Series  

  BARGAIN ROOM 

Video  
download &  
DVD Box Set 

Deals 

http://issuu.com/search?q=rveducation 101&si=0&ps=10&sb=visual&rp=*&origin=webfrontend
http://shop.rveducation101.com/rv-101-education-dvd-bargain-room-c7.php
http://www.rvuniversity.com/
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www.koa.com 

2013 Media Kit 

www.explorerrv.com  

Visit our Sponsors 

RV Education 101 Learning RVs the Easy Way 

www.vdcelectronics.com  www.equalizerhitch.com 

www.rvtrader.com  

http://koa.com/
http://koa.com/
http://rvvideosondemand.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/RV101_MediaKit.pdf
http://rveducation101.com/
http://www.explorerrv.com/
http://rveducation101.com/
http://www.batteryminders.com/batterycharger/catalog/Camping-RV-Battery-Chargers-orderby0-p-1-c-243.html
http://www.vdcelectronics.com/
http://www.equalizerhitch.com/
http://www.rvtrader.com/
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Our goal with RV Consumer E-Magazine is to provide you with helpful information to 

make all of your RV experiences more enjoyable. I left my position as an RV Sales 

and F&I manager in 2000 to start RV Education 101.  
 

We produce RV educational videos & DVDs and publish books and e-books on how to 

safely & properly use and maintain your RV. The reason I left my job was because of 

my concern about the lack of educational and safety awareness material available to 

the RV consumer, in other words you.  
 

My wife Dawn left her position in RV sales to help start the company, and is our Sales 

and Marketing Director. We currently have a 35-foot Class A motor home. We have two 

boys, Tyler 16 and Josh 22, both avid RVers and three dogs, Roxie, Gracie and Buck. 

If you would like to learn more about us and about RV Education 101  please visit  

www.rveducation101.com  
 

RV Consumer E-Magazine, Copyright 2011,2012,2013 Mark J. Polk except where 

indicated otherwise. All Rights Reserved worldwide. Reprint only with permission from 

copyright holder(s). All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. All 

content provided as is. Not all content may be the opinion of the RV Consumer 

Magazine editorial staff or of RV Education 101. Advertisers are solely responsible for 

ad content.  
 

To subscribe please visit our sign up page. All RV Education e-publications are opt-in, 

available by subscription only. We neither use nor endorse the use of spam. Your e-mail  

address will only be used to distribute RV Education 101 e-news and will never be sold  

or given to any other entity.  
 

If you no longer wish to receive e-news from RV Education 101 you can unsubscribe in 

the e-mail notification you receive in your in box. 
 

RV Education 101 

150 Bay Ridge Rd. 

Harrells, NC 28444 

910-484-7615 
 

Contact: 

Mark@rveducation101.com 

Dawn@rveducation101.com 
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