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One of the reasons lots of folks
make the decision to travel by RV is
so their pets can travel with them. I
know this was an important
consideration for us. We don’t like
to board our pets, and with a RV
you don’t have to.
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We travel with three dogs (find out
in this issue how it went from two
to three), and traveling by RV
makes what could be complicated
relatively easy.
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Note: One of our dogs, Buck, has
been sick for the past month or so.
After several trips to our vet we
were told that Buck had cancer
throughout his body and that
nothing could be done. On 28
February 2014 Buck was laid to
rest. It is very difficult to deal with
the loss of a pet that has been part
of your daily life for nearly 12
years. We will all miss Buck very
much. Rest in peace my little
buddy.
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RV Education 101 Product Catalog
Our new digital RV Product Catalog puts
all of our RV training products in one
place, and we separate which products
apply to which type of RV. For example if
you own a travel trailer you can browse
through the single DVD titles or go
directly to the DVD value sets that apply
specifically to travel trailers.
This helps accomplish two things; it eliminates the guess work
as to which DVD titles go together, and it saves the RV
consumer a significant amount of money with our DVD box set
discounts. Our goal at RV Education 101 is simple; to help RV
owners until they are comfortable operating and using their RV,
and to make their entire RV experience safe, fun and stress
free. Browse our RV Product Catalog now.
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Traveling
With
Pets

Mark Polk

Pets and RVs just seem to go together.
One of the really great things about
traveling in an RV is that you can take
your pets with you. In many cases the
main reason people purchase an RV is
so their pets can travel with them. Two of
our dogs have been traveling with us in
our RV since they were puppies and the
third has been RVing with us for 3 years
now. They all get extremely excited when
they see us loading the RV for a trip.
It’s fun and convenient to be able to take
your pets along with you, but I realized a
long time ago that certain precautions
must be taken when you travel with pets.
Our pets get into routines and these
routines can get disrupted when you take
an RV trip. This past summer we took a
4,000 mile RV trip in a truck camper with
2 adults and 3 dogs. Being confined to a
small area made the dogs a little nervous
and added tension on us as well. I think
selecting the right RV, based on the
number and size of travel companions is
an important consideration.

I also realized there are lots of other
things to remember when it comes to
traveling with our pets in the RV, so to
make it easier I included the following
“Traveling with Pets” checklist in my
“Checklists for RVers” e-book. This
checklist is a good start in making sure
your pets are prepared for RV travel.

 When you make campground
reservations always ask about pets.
 Campground pet etiquette is a must.
Be considerate of other campers where
your pet is concerned. Always pick up
behind your pet.

 Always keep in mind that an RV gets
extremely hot and/or cold inside
depending on the outside temperature.
Always make sure there is some type
of ventilation and/or heat and air
available when pets are left in the RV.

www.rvconsumer.com
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 Never leave your pets in an RV for
long periods of time without somebody
checking on them periodically. If you
will be away from your pets and the RV
for an extended period of time leave a
key with someone you can trust to
check on the pets and in case of an
emergency.

Take a recent color photograph of your
pets with you in the event that they get
lost.
 Update all vaccinations before leaving
on your trip.
 Take a proof of rabies vaccination.
 Take flea, tick, and heartworm
medications.
Take a pet first aid kit and know what
dosages of medication to give your pets.

 Always have fresh water available
for your pets. You never know the
quality of the drinking water when you
are traveling so it’s a good idea to take
a container of water from your home
that your pets are accustomed too, or
use bottled water.
 Take the brand of pet food your pets
are used to.
 Pets should always travel in a pet
carrier or crate for their personal safety.

 Take your veterinarians regular phone
number and emergency phone numbers
with you.
 Get the phone number for a local
veterinarian when you arrive at your
destination in case of an emergency.
 Don’t forget the food and water travel
bowl.
 Take a walking leash.

 Get a current health certificate from
your veterinarian before traveling.
 Always take the pets medical
records along with you.

 Your pet’s collar should include
identification along with basic information
such as your name, address and a cell
phone number. You can even include an
e-mail address.

www.rvconsumer.com
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 You should have your pets microchipped. It’s not very expensive and your
pets can be registered internationally.
Talk to your veterinarian about it.

Traveling with your best friends can be
lots of fun if you take a little time to
plan prior to leaving on an RV trip. You
can add to this checklist and tailor it to
your specific type of pet, or your pet’s
needs, and refer back to it before a trip
so you don’t forget anything. ~ RV101
Gracie & Buck
in their favorite
spot in the RV.
RIP Buck

 Take a harness, tie out anchor and a
leash or chain. Give your pet plenty of
room to move, but be cautious of traffic
and obstacles that they can get hung or
caught on. We use portable exercise
pens.
 Take grooming tools, pet toys and
treats.
 Take extra cat litter and the cat box.
 Take some plastic bags for pet clean
up.
 Take your pet’s favorite bedding or
crate.
 Traveling can be stressful on pets
especially if they are not used to it. When
your pet is away from home and off their
regular schedule it can affect their health.
Perform a daily health check on your pet.
Look for anything out of the ordinary.
 Stop often when you’re traveling and
allow your pet’s to exercise and relieve
themselves.
 Some campgrounds offer kennels and
boarding for pets. If your travel plans
include day trips or extended travel away
from the campsite inquire about these
services.

Play
Now
RV Travel with Pets

Over 40 RV checklists like this to make all
your RV trips trouble-free and stress-free

www.rvconsumer.com
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Rescuing Roxie, from Rescue Dog to RVing Companion
I have owned dogs my entire life,
and have wonderful memories of
the dogs that have been part of
my life. Every now and then a
special dog enters our life and
leaves a significant impact on us.
For me that dog is Roxie. Here is
Roxie’s story.
One summer day about 3 years ago my son came and said it looked like a dead animal was
laying under our Jeep outside. When we took a closer look we discovered it was a dog, or at
least what resembled a dog. She could hardly stand up and walk. She lost most of her hair and
was covered with mange and mites, and had ticks all over her body. Looking at her in this
condition I didn’t think there was any hope. We fed her, put her in a crate and decided to take
her to our vet the next morning. Our vet said he thought he could help her and would split the
cost if we would take her in. At that point there was hope and she was officially named Roxie.
Roxie stayed with the vet for several weeks fighting to get better. She had a rigorous treatment
schedule of medication, daily bathing and exercise on her road to recovery. We finally brought
Roxie home but it wasn’t long before she had a relapse and went back to the vet. We left on a
scheduled 5 week summer RV trip and checked in with our vet on Roxie’s progress daily. At one
point our vet thought he might need to put her down, but she rebounded again.
We think Roxie was abandoned in the wild and fended for herself most of her life. She has a
poor immune system, skin problems, and issues with her ears and larynx and will be on
medication the rest of her life. Roxie came home when we returned from our trip and continues
to shows signs of improvement every day. She is a wonderful loyal dog and loves to travel with
us in the RV.

Play
Video

www.rvconsumer.com
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Q&A with Mark
Question:
Really enjoy the website and your
articles. I own a 2010 RV with a
Norcold fridge and wanted to ask you
whether it was a good idea or not to
turn off the refrigerator during the
months we don't use the RV. We are
fortunate enough to keep our RV at
our house where I have it plugged in
most of the time. Thanks in advance.

Are you new to RVing and not really
sure where to start? Whether you
are looking for information on types
of RVs, or you are getting ready to
purchase your RV we can help.

Answer:
Yes, definitely turn the refrigerator off
when you are not using it, and leave
the doors propped open to prevent
any mold and odor issues. We put
some baking soda in the
compartments to assist with
controlling odors.

If you have lead acid batteries in your
RV, and you leave the RV plugged
into electricity the majority of the time
check and adjust the water levels in
the batteries periodically. The
constant charging from the RV
converter can deplete water levels,
even with a three-stage charger.
~ RV101

Introduction to RVs DVD

If you are getting ready to buy an RV
these books can literally save you
thousands on your purchase. They are
available in paperback or as an e-book

For more great RV
information between
magazine issues check
out Mark’s Blog
www.rvconsumer.com
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PICK 6 for $60
Our new Pick 6 for $60 is a big hit! Pick any 6 single
DVD titles and pay just $10.00 per title.
Insider TIP: Each additional DVD added to your order will
receive the same discount: 7 for $70, 8 for $80 etc.

Now you can select and build your own DVD box set based
on your specific needs, and get the best discount we ever
offered at the same time. This offer may only be available
for a limited time so act now.
To get this special discounted offer you must go here and
pick from the 14 DVD titles on this page.

Play
Now

RU
RV
Educated?

RV Generators 101
www.rvconsumer.com
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Last month we offered a contest where two
of our readers could win a FREE 1-year
membership to Harvest Hosts. If you are
looking for new opportunities to explore
and enjoy the RVing lifestyle and the
thought of spending the night in an
interesting place like a farm or winery
intrigues you, check out Harvest Hosts. It
is a network of wineries, farms and agritourism sites that invite self-contained
RVers to visit and stay overnight for free!
You can become a Harvest Hosts member
for only $40 a year and enjoy over 466
Hosts located in all of the lower 48 states,
Alaska, Baja California and Canada. The
contest involved submitting a short essay
explaining why you would enjoy a free
membership to Harvest Hosts. Our friends
and Harvest Hosts founders Kim & Don
Greene selected the 2 lucky winners. Here
is what the winners had to say:

Edward T: My wife and I enjoy
camping, but the idea of being able
to camp and truly share the life
style of the farmers throughout the
US is exciting. Experiencing other
ways to camp and enjoy camping
are very important to us. Harvest
Hosts seems like the ideal way to
do it. We would be very honored to
be members of your group.

Susan O: We love meeting new
people, love wine and support
sustainable farms and growers
whenever we can. This would be
the perfect opportunity to do so.

Learn more about Harvest Hosts

www.rvconsumer.com
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By Mark Polk

Compatible Travel Trailer + Right
Family = Perfect Match

poor match already, and we can make
sure it doesn’t happen in the future.

Finding a perfect match can be tricky.
This applies to relationships as well as
shopping for a travel trailer. During my
days as an RV sales manager I
witnessed what I refer to as good
matches and poor matches between
new owners and the travel trailers they
purchased. There are lots of things to
consider when you are shopping for a
travel trailer. Sometimes folks get
caught up in the excitement at an RV
show, or don’t do enough research,
resulting in a hasty buying decision.

Finding the Perfect Match

When the smoke settles and you
realize you selected the wrong travel
trailer for your specific needs your
options are slim. You can trade the
travel trailer in, losing lots of money on
the deal, or you can be unhappy and
disappointed every time you go
camping with your new travel trailer.
Hopefully you haven’t fallen victim to a

Going back to my days as an RV
salesperson there were a couple of
immediate concerns I had when a
customer told me they were shopping
for a travel trailer.
1) You need to have a tow vehicle that
can safely tow the travel trailer you
purchase. If you already own the tow
vehicle you need to determine the
towing capacity and only consider
travel trailers at or below the vehicle’s
safe towing weight limits. If you don’t
already have the tow vehicle you can
find the perfect travel trailer and then
shop for a tow vehicle that can safely
tow it.
2) What is your budget? I don’t mean
the selling price of the travel trailer;
what I mean is how much you can
comfortably afford to pay each month.
If you spend all of your discretionary

www.rvconsumer.com
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funds on the monthly payment there
may not be any money left to use and
enjoy the RV. An analogy I used when I
sold RVs was to ask my customers if
they were shopping for a Chevrolet,
Buick or Cadillac.
It is much easier to refine your search
to trailers that fit the towing capacity of
your vehicle and your budget. Now that
we have the approximate size and
price range sorted out you can start
shopping. A major part of finding the
perfect match starts with the floor-plan.
You need to have a basic
understanding of the different floor-plan
configurations used in designing travel
trailers. There are front bedroom, rear
bedroom, and two bedroom models
and there are side bathrooms, split
bathrooms and walk-through
bathrooms to consider.

I used to tell my customers to go
inside, sit down, close your eyes and
imagine what it would be like to be
camping in the travel trailer. Imagine a
rainy day when everybody is stuck
inside. Now open your eyes and look
around. Does the floor-plan work for
how you plan to use the travel trailer,
and for the number of people who will
be camping with you? Painting a visual
picture of using the travel trailer can be
extremely helpful in selecting the right
floor-plan for your specific needs.
Check it Out & Check it Off
The floor-plan is definitely a major
consideration, but there is much more
too finding the perfect match. I’m sure

you have heard people recommend you
lay down on the bed, stand up in the
shower and sit on the toilet too. This is
all good advice. If you can’t stand up in
the shower, or your feet hang off the
end of the bed it can make for some
uncomfortable camping trips.
Here are some other buying tips from
my best-selling book, The RV Book, on
finding the perfect travel trailer match
for you.

• Do you need a slide-out or multiple
slide-outs for additional living space? If
you get a travel trailer with slide-outs
how is the interior affected when the
slide-outs are in the stored, travel
position? This could be an issue if you
ever camp where you can’t extend the
slide-out.

• Are there enough sleeping
arrangements for everybody? Sofas and
dinettes come in different sizes. Make
sure these sleeping configurations are
wide enough and long enough for the
individuals who will be using them.

www.rvconsumer.com
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• Is there enough outside storage, and
are the storage compartments large
enough to accommodate what you plan
to take? Think about bulky items like
folding chairs.
•Is there enough closet, cabinet and
drawer space for all of your personal
belonging? Make sure there is enough
interior storage for clothes, shoes,
linens and other personal belongings.
• Are there enough cabinets and
drawers in the kitchen? Don't forget
about the pots and pans.

• How much counter space does it have
in the kitchen? Is it enough for how you
plan to use the kitchen?
• Are there windows where you want
windows? Are there windows where you
don’t want windows?

• Is the refrigerator large enough? Can
you reach the microwave?

•We talked briefly about the bathroom
earlier. Now you need to decide if you
prefer a split bathroom, a side
bathroom or a walk-through bathroom.
A split bathroom is where the shower is
separate from the sink and toilet. A
side bathroom is usually smaller and
has everything located together. A
walk-through bathroom is where you
literally walk-through the bathroom to
get to another room, usually a
bedroom. These are the largest
bathrooms, but consider if someone is
using the facilities and you are in the
other room you are kind of stuck there
until they are finished.
• How much fresh water can you take
with you? If you plan to do any drycamping is it enough?
• How large are the gray water and
black water holding tanks? Are they
large enough for the way you plan to
use the travel trailer?
• How long is the warranty for on the
travel trailer? Does the selling RV
dealership have a full-service repair
facility to take care of you after the
sale?

www.rvconsumer.com
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•How is the travel trailer constructed? Is it designed for the terrain and weather
conditions where you plan to use it?
• Does the travel trailer have the optional equipment you want or need? If not talk
to the salesperson about ordering a unit equipped the way you want. If you find a
travel trailer you really like, but don’t care for the interior colors or wood treatments
ask if other interior treatments are available.

Keep in mind when RV manufacturers design and build travel
trailers weight and weight distribution play a major role in where
things are located and how the trailer is configured. It’s not always
possible to find a travel trailer that has everything exactly the way
we want, but I guarantee there is one out there that will suit your
specific needs.
Take a minute to visit RV Education 101 for RV books and DVDs that can help with
RV buying decisions and how to use and maintain your RV after you purchase it.
www.rvconsumer.com
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Click here for more information on the Good Sam Extended Service Plan
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Having the right insurance coverage on
your RV is important when you need it..
Get a free quote from Explorer RV
Insurance.
Get your free RV Insurance Quote

If you want access to informative
RV how-to videos, RV product
videos, RV installation videos
and more take a minute to check
out our YouTube channel.
You can subscribe to our channel
and get notified every time we
post a new video. We currently
have over 180 RV Education 101
produced videos posted on our
YouTube channel with over 8,000
subscribers and nearly 3,000,000
video views.
Don’t leave home without
Maxx Air Products

It’s a great place to learn more
about your RV and keep up with
what is new and exciting in the
RV industry.

www.rvconsumer.com

19

RV Videos of the Month
Enjoy and learn
from Mark’s RV
videos of the
month.

PLAY
TM66 Tire Pressure Monitoring System
In this premier RV 101 video Mark demonstrates the features
and benefits and installation of the new TM66 Tire Pressure
Monitoring System by Tire Minder. The TM66 TPMS is an
effective solution to monitor tire pressure and temperatures on
your motorhome, 5th wheel, tow vehicle, towed car or trailer.

PLAY
Dometic 9100 RV Power Awning
In this informative RV video Mark demonstrates the features
and benefits of the Dometic 9100 RV power awning. Put the
power at your fingertips with the 9100 RV power awning.

Tired of dead batteries?
Stop the problem for good with the charger, maintainer &
conditioner that Mark uses on all his batteries.
The Battery Minder
www.rvconsumer.com
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Let me ask you a question. When you
are at the campground whose job is it to
connect the sewer hose, empty the
holding tanks, flush the tanks and
disconnect and store the sewer hose
when it’s time to leave. Well for all you
chosen ones like me here are some
sewer hose accessories you won’t want
to go camping without.

It never fails, one day you are going to
camp at a destination and discover you
don’t have the right adapter for the
campground sewer or dump station
drain outlet. The reason for this is not
only do sewer drain outlets come in
different sizes, but some are smooth
pipe connections while others are
threaded pipe. You want to have sewer
hose connectors and adapters that help
make the job of connecting the sewer
hose easier.

When it’s time to leave and you
emptied and flushed the tanks and
sewer hose you need to store the
hose until the next time you need it.
You don’t want all these long messy
hoses taking up space and leaking
all over everything.

Something I never leave home
without are a couple drip caps like
these. They fit all standard 3”
bayonet fittings and if you compress
the hose and put a cap on both
ends it saves space and keeps
storage compartments clean.
~RV101

PLAY
A universal adapter like this one by
Valterra Products is designed to fit
most if not all sewer drain outlets you
will encounter at the campground or
dump station.

RV Sewer Hose Tips & Tricks

www.rvconsumer.com
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Learn more
about our
products

For all your RV training needs we have you covered
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RV Consumer E-Magazine Archives
Did you miss previous issues of RV
Consumer e-Magazine? Catch up on all the
information packed issues right here.
Happy RV Learning
Go To Archives now

Video
download &
DVD Box Set
Deals

RV Education 101
Learning RVs the Easy Way
with MARK POLK

Americas most popular RV Training Series

Videos, Books, E-books
Looking for a bargain on some RV training
materials? Check out Box Set deals in our
Bargain Room
BARGAIN ROOM
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www.rvtrader.com
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www.koa.com

www.vdcelectronics.com

Good Sam

www.equalizerhitch.com

RV Education 101 Learning RVs the Easy Way

2013 Media Kit
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General & Unsubscribe Information
Our goal with RV Consumer E-Magazine is to provide you with helpful information to
make all of your RV experiences more enjoyable. I left my position as an RV Sales
and F&I manager in 2000 to start RV Education 101.
We produce RV educational videos & DVDs and publish books and e-books on how to
safely & properly use and maintain your RV. The reason I left my job was because of
my concern about the lack of educational and safety awareness material available to
the RV consumer, in other words you.
My wife Dawn left her position in RV sales to help start the company, and is our Sales
and Marketing Director. We currently have a 35-foot Class A motor home. We have two
boys, Tyler 16 and Josh 22, both avid RVers and three dogs, Roxie, Gracie and Buck.
If you would like to learn more about us and about RV Education 101 please visit
www.rveducation101.com
RV Consumer E-Magazine, Copyright 2011,2012,2013 Mark J. Polk except where
indicated otherwise. All Rights Reserved worldwide. Reprint only with permission from
copyright holder(s). All trademarks are the property of their respective owners. All
content provided as is. Not all content may be the opinion of the RV Consumer
Magazine editorial staff or of RV Education 101. Advertisers are solely responsible for
ad content.
To subscribe please visit our sign up page. All RV Education e-publications are opt-in,
available by subscription only. We neither use nor endorse the use of spam. Your e-mail
address will only be used to distribute RV Education 101 e-news and will never be sold
or given to any other entity.
If you no longer wish to receive e-news from RV Education 101 you can unsubscribe in
the e-mail notification you receive in your in box.
RV Education 101
150 Bay Ridge Rd.
Harrells, NC 28444
910-484-7615
Contact:
Mark@rveducation101.com
Dawn@rveducation101.com
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